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 MCM Office Closed ~ Sept. 5 Labor Day 
 Driver Appreciation ~ Sept. 14 Billings, Missoula & Broadus Dates TBA  
 Missoula Safety Meeting ~ Sept. 20, Jokers Wild 12pm Ð1pm 
      

 
 

As responsible citizens, we promote and 
represent safe, Professional  

and profitable Commercial Highway  
Transportation interests with one voice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2011 Grand Trophy Winner 

 
 

 

AUGUST 29, 2011 

July Driver Of the Month 
 

  

Clark Bancroft has been employed as a 
professional over the road driver with Jim Palmer 
Trucking since June 2002 and is a member of our 
Million Mile Group.  Clark was chosen as Jim 
Palmers 2011 June Driver Of the Month.  He has 
been driving since 1986 taking a few years off to 
try a couple of other careers including opening the 
ABCD Eatery in Shelby, MT.   
 
Clark has been married to Audie for 30 years, they 
have 2 children, and 4 rescue kittens. 
 
Clark enjoys wood working and working on his 2 
old pickups.    
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CVSA Brake Safety Week Begins September 11 
Brake inspection, maintenance and operation will be the focus of a week-long enforcement and education blitz conducted 
by the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA). This yearÕs CVSA Brake Safety Week, a key event in the allianceÕs 
Operation Air Brake Campaign, begins on Sunday, September 11 and runs through Saturday, September 17. Each year 
brake related defects top FMCSAÕs vehicle violation list, and it is little surprise that brakes are to blame for more than 
half of all out-of-service violations. CVSA created the Operation Air Brake Campaign to increase safety by educating 
inspectors, carriers and drivers and improving regulatory compliance. Carriers are encouraged to make sure their drivers 
are properly trained in air brake adjustment and brake inspection. Inspecting and adjusting brakes takes a matter of 
minutes and can help prevent unnecessary accidents and costly out-of-service orders. Drivers may also want to 
familiarize themselves with CVSAÕs Operation Air Brake Inspection Procedure so they know what to expect if they are 
stopped for an inspection in conjunction with Brake Safety Week. DriverÕs License, Registration, Low Air Warning 
Device, Pushrod Travel (Adjustment), Brake Linings/Drums, Air Loss Rate (If leak detected), Tractor Protection System. 
For more information on Brake Safety Week and brake inspections and adjustment, visit the Operation Air Brake page on 
CVSAÕs website http://www.cvsa.org/programs/op_airbrake.aspx 

Court Throws Out EOBR Rule 
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety AdministrationÕs electronic onboard recorder 2010 final rule for motor carriers with 
significant hours-of-service violations does not protect truck drivers from potential harassment by their employers, a 
federal appeals court has ruled. 
 
Siding with three truck drivers and the Owner Operator Independent Drivers Association, a panel of the 7th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals on Aug. 26 vacated and remanded the rule back to the agency for further proceedings. 
 
The appeals court said the agencyÕs EOBR mandate for carriers with past HOS problems, set to go into effect in June 
2012, does not adequately address or ensure that carriers could not use the devices to force drivers to stay on the road 
even when they are tired. 
 
ÒThe agency needs to consider what types of harassment already exist, how frequently and to what extent harassment 
happens, and how an electronic device capable of contemporaneous transmission of information to a motor carrier will 
guard against (or fail to guard against) harassment,Ó the court said. 
 
Although the court decision specifically addresses the 2010 final rule, FMCSA also will also likely have to bring into 
compliance its Jan. 31 proposed rule mandating that nearly all motor carriers equip their trucks with EOBRs, said Robert 
Digges, vice president and chief counsel for American  
Trucking Associations. 
 
The agency has said it expects to issue the final rule for nearly all carriers by June of 2012, but will give truckers three 
years to comply after it becomes final. 
ÒI think that the general direction by Congress to consider the issue of driver harassment is applicable to that rulemaking 
as well as the earlier one,Ó Digges said. 
 
After the ruling, FMCSA Communications Director Candice Tolliver Burns said in a statement that the FMCSA Òis 
committed to raising the bar for commercial truck and bus safety.Ó She said the courtÕs decision is under agency review. 
 
American Trucking Associations CEO Bill Graves said in a statement that ATA is still reviewing the courtÕs decision, but 
supports FMCSAÕs efforts to mandate the adoption and use of electronic logging devices for hours-of-service 
compliance. 
 
ÒWe hope FMCSA will work quickly to address the CourtÕs decision and the important device design and performance 
specifications being evaluated by the AdministratorÕs Motor Carrier Safety Advisory Committee,Ó Graves said.  
 
  


